
Wendy's speaker's notes TPP UHCC 16 Dec 2015

My Name is Wendy Blanche  My family and children live here in Upper Hutt.

I am deeply concerned about the effects of the Trans Pacific Partnership on my 
children’s future, my home town and on the whole of New Zealand.. 

The Upper Hutt City Council accepted the 12 point resolution on the 9th April 2015 
when it was brought before you. Thank you for that.

From the TPPA text we can confirm that Council and central government will be 
limited by the terms in the text. I ask the Council to adopt the 6- point plan proposed
by Greater Wellington Council.

The TPPA has been negotiated and agreed without consultation with local 
government, or civil society. In accord with normal democratic principles no 
mandate exists for Signing the TPP agreement without the New Zealand being 
afforded an opportunity to formally consider it. All polling places those who oppose 
TPPA in the majority.1

Our TPP Action Rallies and the Real Choice referendum campaign demand that 
TPPA goes to the New Zealand public by way of binding referendum.2 There is now 
a new petition initiative requesting that the Governor General Command the NZ 
government to put the TPPA question to binding referendum.3

This is an International Treaty and so is enforceable in law. It contains provisions 
that limit our ability to establish wise policy and regulation to protect the 
environment and our human and community rights,

We can now confirm, the text contains Investor State Dispute Settlements, which 
gives the ability to SUE the New Zealand government to enforce it. 

It is impossible to know what regulations we will need to be able to make in years to
come. Yet TPPA limits our future ability – it is the opposite of an insurance policy – 
this aspect creates liability.

Democratic control over policy such as environmental and economic plan making 
will reduce. This is not acceptable, the Government and Councils need to act now 
to protect our ability to make decisions that are best for the community.

Additionally local government's ability to ensure foreign investment is good for the 
local community will be constrained. Look to the question of resource extraction – 
local governments will not have the right to act to stop developments opposed by 

1 20 November 2015, 3 News Reid Poll places support for TPP at only 34% with 52% opposed 
and 14% undecided:  http://www.3news.co.nz/nznews/kiwis-still-to-be-convinced-on-tpp-
2015112017#axzz3uEyG8DUG 

2 Over 12,000 votes were collected. 11,731 (97%) voted NO on ratifying the TPP. 311 (2.5%) 
were in favour of ratification. 28 (0.2%) abstained:  http://www.realchoice.nz/ 

3 http://nomandatedonotsigntppaggpetition.blogspot.co.nz/ 
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their communities in the interests of maintaining a wholesome environment.

The investment chapter ..Chapter 9, in article 9.2:Scope Section 2(a) states: “ A 
parties obligation’s under this chapter shall apply to measures adopted or 
maintained by central regional or local governments or authorities of that party…” 
That grants rights to supply services, for power generation or distribution, water 
treatment or distribution, telecommunications, or other services, for consumption by
the general public”. It also specifically includes infrastructure projects. These cannot
be afforded any special treatment to protect our interests.

Chapter 15 Government Procurement does not currently cover local government. 
The New Zealand schedule currently says none are covered BUT this exemption 
will be reviewed in three years. We must be aware that the agenda is to change to 
favour corporate interests. Due diligence suggests treat that with extreme caution.

Article 15.4 requires non-discrimination related to organization’s based in, owned 
by, or affiliated to other member countries so we can not have any policy’s for 
protection of New Zealand locals … WE NEED TO PROTECT NEW ZEALAND 
AND LOCAL BUSINESS

All levels of government local and National should be very worried about the 
implications of loss of ability to govern our country and towns in the best way in to 
the future…

You are our elected local representatives.  We elected YOU to make decisions that 
are best interests for our community. We expect you to have the power to do that 
for us, and TPPA threatens that.

The national and local implications of TPPA are a threat to us now and particularly 
as the full implications of it unfold in the years to come. The years in which we need
flexibility to govern well.

In closing I urge Council to adopt this 6-point resolution that we bring before you 
today.

That the Council:

1. Notes the content of the report.

2. Reviews the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) text against the TPP Policy Solution 
adopted by councils representing a majority (60%) of the NZ population.

3. Asks that central government initiates a full public and parliamentary debate before 
proceeding with formal consideration of the TPP, including formal signing.

4.  Asks that central government carry out independent human rights, health and 
environmental impact assessments of the potential effects of the TPP on the people and 
the land of New Zealand, as urged by the United Nations independent expert Alfred de 
Zayas, and make this information publicly available.
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5. Asks that central government consults with local government prior to any further action 
taken that might compromise the ability of local government to make decisions in the 
interests of our region, the people and their environment.

6. Instructs the Council Chair to write to the President of LGNZ, requesting that a 
local government evaluation, based on an independent analysis of the implications 
of the TPP for local government, and for the social, cultural, economic, 
environmental and health and wellbeing of communities, be undertaken as a basis 
of LGNZ input into parliamentary consideration, and that the evaluation report 
should be made publicly available and widely publicised.
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